
C. 17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

Report of the 

CADASTRAL SURVEYORS 
LICENSING BOARD OF NEW 
ZEALAND 
 
For the year ending 
30 June 2010 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Presented to the House of Representatives Pursuant to section 20 of the 
Cadastral Survey Act 2002



  C. 17 2 

Hon Maurice Williamson 
Minister for Land Information 
WELLINGTON 
 
 
I have the honour to submit to you the report on the activities of the Cadastral 
Surveyors Licensing Board of New Zealand for the year ending 30 June 2010.  
 
 
 
B D Gawn 
CHAIRMAN 

 

 

 

 CONTENTS 
 

Jurisdiction 3 

Functions 3 

Membership 4 

Meetings 4 

Licenses 4 

Discipline 5 

Licensing Standards 5 

Reciprocity 5 

Finance 6 

Administration 6 

Directory 7 

Appendix A: Functions and Duties 8 

Appendix B: Audit Report 9 

Appendix C: Financial Statements 10 

Appendix D: Record of Licensed Surveyors 16 

 

 



  C. 17 3 

CADASTRAL SURVEYORS LICENSING BOARD OF NEW ZEALAND 
 
 
The Board’s second term (2006-09) concluded with three new Board members and 
two new substitute members being appointed.  Two members from the second term 
continue as Board members for the third term.  Details of this change of membership 
are contained in the Membership section on page 4. 
 
The past year has seen the Board’s activity generally maintained at levels similar to 
recent years.  The number of licences is four fewer than last year, indicating that 
there are just sufficient new licences to replace those surveyors who have retired or 
have otherwise not renewed their licence.  Continued high level of demand for entry 
into the University of Otago School of Surveying, combined with the fact that almost 
all students choose the cadastral option as one of their disciplines, suggests that this 
trend is likely to continue. 
 
In April 2010 the Board reviewed and updated its Standards to align with the latest 
Rules for Cadastral Survey 2010.  The new Standards supersede the previous 
Standards, which were promulgated in 2004. 
 
The Board held one disciplinary hearing and received four other potential complaints 
against cadastral surveyors who have allegedly failed to meet the required standards 
for cadastral survey.  Of the five submissions, one was from the Surveyor-General, 
and the others were from individuals not associated with the surveying profession.  
The Surveyor-General’s complaint resulted in the hearing.  As each new complaint 
has its own circumstances the Board is constantly being challenged by new 
situations that have led to questions about the competency of an individual surveyor. 
 
The financial result for the year shows another small deficit, mostly caused by 
continued low interest rates on term deposits.  This continuing situation has caused 
the Board to raise its fees to prevent further erosion of its resources. 
 
Jurisdiction 
The Cadastral Surveyors Licensing Board of New Zealand is constituted by section 
10 of the Cadastral Survey Act 2002 
 
Functions 
The functions and duties undertaken by the Board are set out in section 11 of the 
Cadastral Survey Act.  (See Appendix A). 
 
In summary, the primary function of the Board is the licensing of suitably qualified 
surveyors with current competence to conduct cadastral surveys and lodge them in 
the cadastral record.  For this purpose the Board sets standards for the education 
and the practical experience required to obtain and retain a cadastral licence. 
 
The Board exercises disciplinary powers in cases where a cadastral surveyor is 
charged with negligence, incompetence, falsification, or failure to observe the Rules 
for Cadastral Survey.  The Board has the authority to suspend or cancel the licenses, 
or place a surveyor under the supervision of another licensed cadastral surveyor, 
where professional misconduct is proven.  Licenses must be renewed annually. 
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In addition, the Board participates in reciprocity arrangements with the eight 
Australian State and Territory boards. 
 
Membership 
Under section 13 of the Act there are five board members appointed by the Minister 
of Land Information.  The membership of the Board changed once in February 2010 
and again in June 2010. 
 
The present Board members are: 

• Messrs Brett Douglas Gawn and Marton David Sinclair, appointed as 
nominees of bodies representing licensed cadastral surveyors pursuant to 
section 13(2)(a); 

• Ms Vicki Alma Nalder and Mr Anthony Paul Nikkel appointed pursuant to 
section 13(2)(b); 

• Ms Katharine Margaret Felicity Price, being a person who is not and never 
has been a licensed cadastral surveyor and is not employed in the surveying 
profession is appointed pursuant to section 13(2)(c);  

• Surveyor-General, Dr Donald Bruce Grant, as an ex-officio member of the 
Board  pursuant to section 13(1)(b). 

• Ms Merryn Kay Maguire and Ms Marion Grace Miller are substitute members 
of the Board. 

 
Sitting Board members, Messrs Gawn and Sinclair, were reappointed for a further 
three-year term on 26 February 2010.  Messrs Nikkel, Sinclair, and Ms Nalder as full 
Board members, and Ms Price and Ms Maguire as substitute members were 
appointed on 26 February 2010.  Ms Price was appointed as a full member and Ms 
Miller a substitute member on 17 June 2010.  Members who retired as a result of 
these new appointments were Messrs Brian Coutts and Gary Clark, Ms Jenny Kirk 
and substitute members Ms Francis Russell and Mr Peter Smidt.  All had served 
since 2002.  Mr Coutts was Chairman for that period.  The Board acknowledges the 
commitment these members gave to their responsibilities as Board members and 
their contribution to Board business and the New Zealand survey profession.  The 
statutory term of office for Board members is three years (Schedule 1(1)) but a 
Board member continues in office until a successor is appointed (Schedule 1(3)).   
 
At its meeting on 9 April 2010, Mr Gawn was elected Chair of the Board pursuant to 
section 13(3) of the Act, replacing Mr Coutts.  
 
Meetings 
The Board met seven times in the 2009/10 year, on; 
 7 August, 2009  
 9 October, 2009 
 27 November 2009 
 22 December, 2009 (Teleconference) 
 19 February, 2010 
 19 April, 2010  
 24 June, 2010. 
 
Licenses 
The Board licensed 727 surveyors for the year ending 30 June 2010 consisting of; 
692 licenses renewed, 24 licenses issued to surveyors for the first time, and 11 to 
surveyors who had previously been licensed.  The Board issued 731 licenses in the 
2008/09 year. 
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The Board issued Certificates of Accreditation to four New Zealand surveyors 
seeking registration as a surveyor in an Australian State, compared to seven in the 
2008/09 year. 
 
The Board received enquiries from two candidates with qualifications in surveying 
gained outside New Zealand or Australia.  Their qualifications were assessed by the 
Bureau of Assessment of Overseas Qualifications as being equivalent to a degree in 
surveying in New Zealand or Australia.  A third candidate has academic qualifications 
partially in surveying as well other disciplines.  The Board assessed that this 
candidate would need to complete the cadastral surveying papers from Otago 
University School of Surveying to become eligible for a licence.  
 
Discipline 
The Board accepted one complaint from the Surveyor-General and following a 
hearing on 27 November 2009 the Board found the surveyor to be guilty of 
professional misconduct.  
 
The Board received four complaints from private individuals relating to the conduct 
of surveyors, two of which the Board declined to accept.  The other two complaints 
had not been fully considered by the Board as at 30 June 2010. 
 
The Board has been advised by the Surveyor General of eight significant failures in 
accordance with section 7 (1) (d) of the Act during the year.  The Board is monitoring 
a further 16 surveyors who have been notified to the board in the previous three 
years 
 
Licensing Standards 
Following consultation with the surveying profession the Board reviewed and updated 
its competencies and standards for the licensing of cadastral surveyors.  The revised 
Standards supersede the previous Standards and came into effect on 19 April 2010.  
The latest Standards align with the Rules for Cadastral Survey 2010. 
 
The Board has continued to recognise the Admissions Interviews conducted by the 
New Zealand Institute of Surveyors Incorporated as evidence that applicants for new 
licences meet the standards of competencies adopted by the Board.  The Board 
monitors the conduct of these examinations.  
 
As part of its responsibilities to monitor academic qualifications and practical 
requirements for the licensing of surveyors, the Board maintains contact with the 
National School of Surveying at the University of Otago, the only university in New 
Zealand that offers degrees in surveying. 
 
Reciprocity 
Full reciprocity between the New Zealand surveyors’ boards and the 8 Australian 
State and Territory surveyors’ boards has existed since 1901, although a reciprocity 
agreement with Australian boards had existed from 1892.  The Board also 
collaborates with the Australian boards on the assessment of other overseas 
qualifications for equivalence to the New Zealand and Australian degrees and setting 
policies for the education, training and regulation of surveyors.  
 
Contact with the Australian boards is maintained directly at board level through the 
Council of the Reciprocating Surveyors Boards of Australia and New Zealand, 
comprising the Chairs of each board.  Meetings of the Council are generally held 
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once per year.  Mr Coutts, the former Chairman of the Board, represented the 
Cadastral Surveyors Licensing Board of New Zealand in place of the Chairman at the 
Council of Reciprocating Boards held in Canberra on 4 May 2010.  The Board 
considered it appropriate Mr Coutts fill this role as he had undertaken a considerable 
amount of work on an important agenda item in the previous two years. 
 
Finance 
The Board is funded entirely by licensing fees gathered annually from licensed 
cadastral surveyors.  The level of those fees is set by the Board under section 
11(1)(c) of the Act.  The Board has reluctantly increased the licence fee for the 
2010/11 year from $153.00 to $175.50, after two years of no increases.  For the last 
two years the Board has run an operating deficit mainly due to continued low interest 
rates on the term deposits held as reserve funds.  The Board has decided it is unable 
to continue to run deficits and after reviewing its costs, concluded that an increase 
was necessary.  The Board acknowledged the difficult economic situation and 
therefore kept the increase to a minimum and still expects to run a small deficit.  It 
should be noted that overall the fee is still $36 lower than it was when the Board was 
established in 2002. 
 
Administration 
The Board has contracted the Institute of Professional Engineers New Zealand 
(IPENZ) to provide administrative services, office facilities and meeting rooms.  
IPENZ maintains full time office hours, dedicated telephone and facsimile point of 
contact, and hosts the Board’s website.  This is considered to be a very valuable and 
efficient arrangement for the Board. 
 
Mr Rob Munro, solicitor, of Wellington, has been retained as the Board’s legal 
advisor and Mr Jeremy Maseyk was appointed as the Board Secretary from 1 July 
2009. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brett D Gawn 
Chairman 
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Cadastral Surveyors Licensing Board of New Zealand 
 

Directory 
 

 
 Board Members 
  Brett Gawn (Chair) 
  Don Grant (Surveyor-General) 
  Vicki Nalder 
  Tony Nikkel 
  Felicity Price 
  Marton Sinclair 
 Substitute Members 
  Merryn Maguire 
  Marion Miller 
 
 Secretary Jeremy Maseyk 
 
 Solicitors Munro Law 
 
 Auditors Grant Thornton 
 
 Bankers Bank of New Zealand 
 
 Business 158 The Terrace 
 Address WELLINGTON, NZ 
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APPENDIX A: FUNCTIONS AND DUTIES 
 
The functions and duties of the board, as set out in section 11 of the Cadastral 
Survey Act 2002 are: 
 
(a) To maintain a register of cadastral surveyors licensed under this Act. 
 
(b) To receive applications for licences under this Act as cadastral surveyors and 

to issue licences in proper cases. 
 
(c) To set fees for the issue and renewal of licences under this Act. 
 
(d) To issue and update standards that persons applying for licences, or the 

renewal of licences, under this Act must be met. 
 
(e) To investigate complaints about cadastral surveyors and take disciplinary 

action in appropriate cases under this Act. 
 
(f) To provide statistical information to the Minister about cadastral surveyors as 

requested by the Minister. 
 
(g) To perform such other functions or duties conferred on it by this Act or any 

other enactment. 
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APPENDIX B:   AUDIT REPORT 
 
To  the  Members  of  the  Cadastral  Surveyors  Licensing  Board  of  NZ 
 
We have audited the financial report on pages 10 to 15.  The financial report provides 
information about the past financial performance of the Cadastral Surveyors Licensing 
Board of NZ and its financial position as at 30 June 2010.  This information is stated in 
accordance with the accounting policies set out on pages 13 to 15. 
 
Board’s Responsibilities 
The Board is responsible for the preparation of a financial report which fairly reflects the 
financial position of the Cadastral Surveyors Licensing Board of NZ as at 30 June 2010, 
and of the results of operations for the year ended on that date. 
 
Auditors’ Responsibilities 
It is our responsibility to express to you an independent opinion on the financial report 
presented by the Board. 
 
Basis of Opinion 
An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence relevant to the amounts and 
disclosures in the financial report.  It also includes assessing: 
• the significant estimates and judgements made by the Board in the preparation of the 

financial report, and 
• whether the accounting policies are appropriate to the Cadastral Surveyors Licensing 

Board of NZ’s circumstances, consistently applied and adequately disclosed. 
 
We conducted our audit in accordance with the New Zealand Auditing Standards.  We 
planned and performed our audit so as to obtain all the information and explanations that 
we considered necessary in order to provide us with sufficient evidence to obtain 
reasonable assurance that the financial report is free from material misstatements, 
whether caused by fraud or error.  In forming our opinion we also evaluated the overall 
adequacy of the presentation of information in the financial report. 
 
Other than in our capacity as auditor we have no other relationship with or interest in the 
Cadastral Surveyors Licensing Board of NZ. 
 
Unqualified Opinion 
We have obtained all the information and explanations we required. 
 
In our opinion the financial report on pages 10 to 15 fairly reflects the financial position of 
the Cadastral Surveyors Licensing Board of NZ as at 30 June 2010 and the result of its 
operations and cash flows for the year ended on that date. 
 
Our audit was completed on 5 August 2010 and our unqualified opinion is expressed as at 
that date. 
 
 
 
 
Grant Thornton  (signed) 

Wellington 
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APPENDIX C:  
 

Cadastral Surveyors Licensing Board of NZ 
 

Statement of Financial Performance 
 

For the Year Ended 30 June 2010 
 

12 Months 
to 30-6-09 

$ 

 
 
 
Income 

 
 

Notes 

12 Months 
to 30-6-10 

$ 

98,274 License Fees 3 98,284 
17,541 Interest Received  9,804 
6,666 Appeal and Qualification Assessment Fees  2,462 

122,481 Total Income  110,550 
    
 Less Expenses   

6,000 Accounting and Administration Fees  6,000 
2,100 Audit Fees  2,211 

31,645 Board Meeting Fees 7 30,838 
2,866 Board Meeting Catering Costs  2,939 

23,999 Board Meeting Travel  16,317 
5,047 Consultants Fees  428 
4,780 Legal Fees  2,140 
3,698 Membership of CRSBANZ  3,448 
1,950 Professional Indemnity Insurance  1,950 
4,947 Printing & Publishing  859 

254 Qualification Assessment Fees  791 
15,610 Secretarial Fees  20,858 
2,167 Secretarial Expenses  4,142 

27,446 Service Centre Fees  27,474 
1,188 Sundry Expenses  1,923 
2,259 Travel and Meeting Expenses CRSBANZ  3,861 

135,956 Total Expenses  126,179 

(13,475) Net Operating Surplus (Deficit)  (15,629) 
 
 

Statement of Movements in Equity 
 

for the Year Ended 30 June 2010 
 

236,020 Opening Balance  222,545 
(13,475) Plus Net (Deficit) Surplus  (15,629) 

222,545 Total Equity  206,916 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements 
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Cadastral Surveyors Licensing Board of NZ 
 

Statement of Financial Position 
 

As at 30 June 2010 
 

As at 
30-6-09 

$ 

 
 
 
Current Assets 

 
 

Notes 

As at 
30-6-10 

$ 

67,135 Bank of New Zealand Cheque Account  52,195 
265,000 Bank of New Zealand Short Term Deposit  285,532 

250 Accounts Receivable  - 
1,268 Interest Receivable  1,371 
2,130 Withholding Tax Recoverable  2,130 

335,783 Total Current Assets  341,228 
    
 Less Current Liabilities   

92,737 License Fees Received in Advance 3 108,352 
12,946 Accounts Payable  16,413 
7,555 GST Payable  9,547 

113,238 Total Current Liabilities  134,312 

222,545 Net Assets  206,916 

    
 Represented By:   

222,545 Total Equity  206,916 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements 
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Cadastral Surveyors Licensing Board of NZ 
 

Statement of Cash Flows 
 

For the Year Ended 30 June 2010 
 

12 Months to 
30-6-09 

$ 

 
 
 
Cash Flow from Operating Activities 

 
 

Notes 

12 Months 
to 30-6-10 

$ 

    
 Cash was Provided from:   

99,311 License Fees  114,881 
21,246 Interest Received  10,969 
6,444 Costs Recovered  2,685 

127,001   128,535 
    
 Cash was Disbursed to:   

135,031 Payments to Suppliers and Board Members  125,253 
382 Net Goods and Services Tax Paid  (2,310) 

135,413   122,943 

(8,412) Net Cash Flow from Operating Activities 8 (5,592) 
340,547 Add opening cash brought forward  332,135 

332,135 Closing Cash Carried Forward  337,727 

    
 Represented By:   

67,135 Bank of NZ Cheque Account  52,195 
265,000 Bank of NZ Short Term Deposits  285,532 

332,135 Total Cash on Hand  337,727 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements 
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Cadastral Surveyors Licensing Board of NZ 
 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
 

for the Year Ended 30 June 2010 
 

1. Statement of Accounting Policies 
 

Reporting Entity 
The financial statements presented here are for the reporting entity Cadastral 
Surveyors Licensing Board of New Zealand (CSLB) which commenced operations on 
1 June 2002.  Section 64 of the Cadastral Survey Act 2002 provided for the 
disestablishment of the Survey Board of New Zealand and for its assets and liabilities 
to vest in the CSLB. 
 
Reporting Basis 
The CSLB is required to prepare financial statements pursuant to Section 19 Cadastral 
Survey Act 2002. 
 
Measurement Base 
The measurement base adopted is historical cost. 
 
Specific Accounting Policies 
(i) Differential Reporting 
The CSLB is a qualifying entity within the Institute of Chartered Accountants of New 
Zealand Differential Reporting Framework.  The Board qualifies under the size criteria 
and because it is not publically accountable.  The Board has taken advantage of all 
differential reporting exemptions available to it except for Financial Reporting Standard 
10 Statement of Cash Flows. 
 
(ii) Goods and Services Tax 
The Statement of Financial Position and Performance have been prepared on a GST 
exclusive basis except for accounts receivable and payable which are GST inclusive. 
 
(iii) Taxation 
The entity is exempt from income tax on the basis that it falls under Section CW38 of 
the Income tax Act 2007. 
 
(iv) Changes in Accounting Policies 
There have been no changes in the accounting policies.  All policies have been applied 
on basis consistent with those used in previous years 

 
2. Nature and Activities of the Board 

The Board was established by and operates under the Cadastral Survey Act 2002.  
This Act requires cadastral surveys to be done by, or under the direction of, a licensed 
cadastral surveyor, who must meet standards of competence to be licensed and to set 
standards for cadastral surveys and cadastral survey data.  The board are responsible 
for the licensing of Cadastral Surveyors under this act and for the issuing of Annual 
License Certificates. 
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3. Annual Cadastral Surveyors License Fees 
Annual Cadastral Surveyors License Certificates expire on 30 June each year.  
Applications for renewal each year may be lodged any time after 1 April for the 
following twelve months period commencing 1 July. 
 
A number of applications for renewal are received and paid for in advance during the 
period between 1 April and 30 June each year.  These License fees received in 
advance are shown separately on the Statement of Financial Position and are taken up 
as income in the financial year to which they relate. 
 

4. Contingent Liabilities 
The CSLB had no contingent liabilities as a balance date.  (2009 Nil). 

 
5. Commitments 

The CSLB had no commitments as a balance date.  (2009 Nil). 
 

6. Related Party Transactions 
During the year the CSLB has had no related party transactions.  No related party 
debts have been written off or forgiven during the year. 
 

7. Board Members Fees 
During the course of business operations the Board Members received fees of 
$30,838 (2009 $31,645) for attending Board Meetings as follows: 
 12 Months 12 Months 
 To 30-6-10 to 30-6-09 
 $ $ 
 Brian Coutts (Chair) 6,310 9,520 
 Gary Clark 4,753 5,250 
 Brett Gawn 6,395 5,625 
 Jenny Kirk 3,740 5,625 
 Marton Sinclair 5,140 5,625 
 Merryn Maguire 375 - 
 Katherine (Felicity) Price 1,125 - 
 Anthony Nikkel 1,500 - 
 Vicki Nalder _1,500 ______ 
  30,838 31,645 
 
Board Members were also reimbursed travel expenses totalling $16,319 (2009 
$23,999).   
No related party debts were written off or forgiven during the year. 
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8. Reconciliation of the Net Operating (Deficit) Surplus with the Net Cash Flow from 
Operating Activities   
 12 Months 12 Months 
 to 30-6-10 to 30-6-09 
 $ $ 
 Net Operating (Deficit) Surplus  (15,629) (13,475) 
 
 Movements in Other Working Capital Items 
 Increase in License Fees Received in Advance 15,615 1,289 
 Increase in Accounts Payable 3,467 976 
 Increase in GST Payable 1,992 (657) 
 Decrease in Accounts Receivable 250 (250) 
 (Increase) in Interest Receivable (103) 3,705 
  _____ ______ 
 Net Cash Flow from Operating Activities 5,592 (8,412) 
 

9. Financial Instruments 
The CSLB is party to financial instruments in the form of bank accounts, accounts 
receivable, accounts payable and accruals as part of its everyday operations. These 
instruments are reflected in the Statement of Financial Position at their fair value.  
Revenues and expenses in relation to the financial statements are recognised in the 
Statement of Financial Performance in arriving at the operating result. 
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APPENDIX D:  Record of Licensed Cadastral Surveyors 
 
It is hereby notified for general information that the under mentioned persons were licensed under the Cadastral Survey 
Act 2002 to undertake cadastral surveys during the year ending 30 June 2010. 
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